222      NATIONAL REGENERATION

India it did indeed seem like falling into the
ground to die, to bury his life in a foreign
language in an obscure part of India.

After passing through severe trials he was
finally called to the bishopric. The consecration
of an Indian bishop marked a new departure and
a new era in Indian missions. When Bishop
Middleton was consecrated as the first English
bishop to India on May 8, 1814, a century before,
the consecration was private, taking place in
England, at Lambeth Palace, and the Dean of
Winchester's sermon on the occasion was not
allowed to be published for fear of giving offence
to the Hindus and Mohammedans. To the last,
Bishop Middleton refused to ordain any Indian
Christian to the ministry. On December 29,
1912, in the cathedral at Calcutta, the Rev. V, S.
Azariah was consecrated before a distinguished
assembly, in the presence of the Governor of
Bengal, by the Metropolitan and all the Anglican
bishops of India, Burma and Ceylon. The
young Indian bishop was seated in the room
occupied by the saintly Bishop Heber, and in
the chair used by the great missionary Schwartz.
A century before, Carey had baptized the first
low-caste convert in the Hoogley on the last
Sunday of the year 1800. On the last day of the
year 1912, a few days after his consecration,
Bishop Azariah led two M.A. Hindu students.